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Countdown to the Vote That Could Break Up the U.K.

Newsweek, 29 May 2014

EDINBURGH (Reuters) - The formal campaign for at8sh independence vote that could result in tieakiup of
the United Kingdom began on Friday, though pollsently show Scots are unlikely to vote for the daof the
307-year-old union with England.

Scottish nationalists hope the desire for indepeogehistorical rivalry and what they say has bessnturies of
mismanagement by far-off leaders in London willvdrScots to vote for secession in the Sept. 18aedeim.
Britain's main politicians have united against edaway, issuing pleas for unity and warnings abdmitconomic
costs of independence to the 4 million Scottisideeg voters over the age of 16 who will have avot

Polls currently show Scots are unlikely to votéteak the union, with roughly 40 percent againdependence and
30 percent in favor but there are still enoughhefit undecided to swing the vote.

"The 'no' to independence campaign has held adeddhas done throughout most of the polling," Jaith
Mludzinski, head of political polling at ComRes saiftancy. "It's been narrowing recently, but itil8 sowhere near
enough if independence is going to win."

He added: "we're still a few months away, andsfstmilar to general elections, many people doangktheir
minds in the last month or few weeks. So thingdadobange."

The formal start of campaigning starts the clockitig down through the final 16 weeks to the votelevplacing
limits on spending to 1.5 million pounds ($2.5 roitl) for each camp.

Both the pro-independence "Yes Scotland” or prostriBetter Together" side will get free airtime fampaign
broadcasts.

Oil-rich Scotland accounts for about one-tenthhef tynited Kingdom's gross domestic product, andge it would
weaken British diplomatic clout and raise questionsr the permanent seat on the U.N. Security dbunc

UNITED KINGDOM?

Money has loomed large over the debate, with betlessionists and unionists trying to convince \gotieat their
prosperity is on the line.

The Scottish government, led by the secession@tiSic National Party (SNP), wants to put an enditect control
from Westminster while keeping what it describeg§jaisit assets" such as the pound and the monarchy.

Prime Minister David Cameron's Conservative-leditioa government and the opposition Labour pakyéd
argued Scotland is richer and more powerful asqgfatte United Kingdom.

The government in London has floated the prosplectase autonomy should Scots vote against indeperede
Scotland has had a devolved parliament since 1999.

The SNP has used the parliament as a platformde ita profile, arguing that even with devoluti®ootland would
have to help pay for Britain's nuclear deterremgravhich Scots have no direct say.

Scottish First Minister Alex Salmond says indepemde- and control of a share of Britain's North 8ikawould
place Scotland among the world's richest countries.

Britain disputes this, however, saying that progett of an independent Scotland's wealth simplgcehow it
benefits as part of the union.

Britain said there was a 1,400 pound "UK dividefrdin staying in the United Kingdom, while Salmorastvalued
the "independence bonus" at 1,000 pounds.

"The two governments have entered the hot phasadly trying to quantify the cash impact for ordyn&cots of
voting Yes or No in September," said Charlie Jgffarprofessor of politics at the University of Bolirgh.
"What may well matter most in deciding the outcam&eptember is whether people think they woultdtter or
worse off."
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